Moreover, the principles which should guide the purely medical instructor are, or ought to be, derived from those on which education should be conducted from earliest youth. As to readiness for acquiring new information, even the seniors amongst us need aspire after no higher title than that of " children of a larger growth;" and, whilst the varying character of the mind at different epochs is kept in view, the fundamental principles of education must be the same for the child and the gray-haired sage, for the man of letters and the physical philosopher.
We believe it to be a most important principle in physiology, which has hitherto received but little attention, that the lower the degree of organization, the more is the character of the being susceptible of influence from external sources. The simpler plants and animals have been found to produce germs capable of being developed into a great variety of forms, according to the conditions under which they live and grow; so great a variety, that naturalists have created, not only species and genera, but families and orders, among beings which really sprang from a common origin. The resemblance between the embryos of higher beings and the permanent forms of the lower is now universally acknowledged ; and the resemblance is in no respect more striking than this. It But as, by the wise ordination of the Creator, the greatest intellectual satisfaction and moral happiness result from that course which is most fitted to discipline or educate man for eternity, the two objects may be regarded as coincident; and, for obvious reasons, we shall direct our present attention to the former only.
In the education of the intellectual powers, then, two chief ends are to be kept in view: first, the most advantageous development of these powers themselves; and second, the communication of the greatest amount of knowledge capable of being brought into useful application.
Neither of these should be adopted to the exclusion of the other. The system of education still pursued in many of our public seminaries professedly aims at the first only. In some, the study of We are of opinion that, if the pupil be well grounded in the principles of chemistry, whilst passing through his preliminary course of education, a great deal of time may be spared which is now devoted to this science as a branch of medical education. Having got a general knowledge of the science, he will require nothing further than a special knowledge of those departments of it which bear peculiarly upon medicine.
Of these, pharmaceutical chemistry may very properly be included with materia medica; whilst some additional knowledge of organic chemistry may be communicated in the courses of animal and vegetable physiology. The student of forensic medicine ought to be conducted through a regular course of practical analysis, for the detection of poisons ; but we are disposed to doubt whether so minute a knowledge on this subject need be diffused among the general body of the profession as some imagine ; or whether such investigations may not be better conducted by some person especially skilled in them, such as the lecturer on chemistry or forensic medicine in the nearest medical school. To this question, however, and others strictly connected with medical education, we shall return in our next number.
From chemistry the student may advantageously proceed to mineralogy ; on which, however, we would not have him dwell long. He should make himself acquainted with the external characters and chemical composition of the minerals which principally compose the crust of the earth; and he will then be prepared to enter upon the study of geology, some knowledge of which now may be regarded as essential to every professional man who wishes to be regarded as a well-informed and liberally-educated gentleman. Here, too, as Which of these characters are we most inclined to respect and love ?
